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JACKSON RANCH CHURCH 
By Frances W. Isbell, Box 14, Route 1, Mercedes, Texas 
I. ORGANIZATION 
A. Name. Jackson Ranch Church, a small wooden chapel in the 
middle of a family cemetery in south-central Hidalgo County, Texas, 
was named for the Jackson family who in 1857 founded the ranch on 
which it stands. 
According to church historian Lydia Galvan of McAllen, Martin 
Jackson built the little rural chapel on land which he donated to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church South in 1884, calling it "L a Iglesia 
de los Jacksons cerca de El Capote," or "Jackson Church near El 
Capote." ( 1) 
Headquarters of El Capote (Overcoat) Ranch on Porcion 70 owned 
by Juan Manuel de la Vina of Reynosa and Hidalgo was over a mile 
west. The de la Vinas were prominent early (probably charter) 
members of the first Spanish-speaking Methodist congregation in 
Hidalgo County, which was organized at the ranch community of El 
Capote in the winter of 1874-1875. (2) Jackson Ranch Church was 
also popularly called El Capote Church, perhaps to commemorate the 
place where it was organized. 
History of the Divine Redemptor Methodist Church, founded in 
McAllen in 1910 as an offshoot of the Jackson Ranch-Hidalgo congre-
gation, refers to the little chapel as Templecito de El Capote. 
According to de la Vina descendant Manuel de la Vina, there was no 
church on El Capote RAnch itself. (3) 
From 1929 to 1941, the Mexican Missions Board of San Juan 
Parish, American Lutheran Church, operated the church and Sunday 
School at Jackson Ranch, which they called El Capote Mission. The 
Lutherans redesignated the little church Batania (Bethany) Chapel 
after the Biblical home of Lazarus. (4) 
Methodist lay preachers from two Pharr churches conducted 
services at Jackson Ranch Church from 1963 to 1967. One of these, 
Lloyd Glover, editor emeritus of the Pharr Press, says that "the 
church is re fe rred to by the long-time residents in the neighborhood 
as El Capote Church or the Jackson Ranch Church. Some call it the 
Jackson Ranch El Capote Church." (5) 
In 1968, a newspaper photograph of Jackson Ranch Church was 
captioned "Old First Methodist Church North (sic) now known as 
Rancho Viejo (Old Ranch) Pentecostal Church n ear San Juan Plantation. 
(6) 
B. Date Founded and Purpose. The congregation of Jackson Ranch 
Church was organized in the winter of 1874-1875 by the Reverend 
Alexander H. Sutherland as part of the program of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South to evangelize the Spanish-speaking population 
of south Texas. 
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Sutherland had studied Spanish for two years at Corpus Christi 
before he was appointed Presiding Elder of the Mexican Border Mission 
District, West Texas Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South on December 2, 1874. 
Very soon after his appointment, Rev. Sutherland made three trips 
into the field. First he went to San Antonio and localities along 
the San Antonio and Medina Rivers. 
"The second trip, after staying a few days in San Diego, took 
Sutherland to Laredo and then down the Rio Grande to the communities 
on both sides of the river all the way to Brownsville. In Hidalgo 
and Reynosa he met another man who later on served in the ministry 
until 1882, Juan M. de la Vina, Sr. On his (Sutherland's) return 
trip, he evangelized a group in a small community near the river, El 
Capote. In this community a small congregation was organized and a 
chapel was built a few years later. This was the first church built 
in the lower Rio Grande Valley for the Spanish-speaking work." 
Sutherland's third trip was to Corpus Christi and San Diego. (7) 
Miss Galvan says that the Hidalgo Church was organized in 1874; 
this is evidently the same congregation as the Jackson Ranch-El Capote 
group. (8) Hidalgo, on the bank of the Rio Grande opposite REynosa 
and five miles west of El Capote Ranch, was the county seat and the 
only town among over forty ranch communities in Hidalgo County until 
after the coming of the railroad in 1904. The Methodist church 
building in Hidalgo, situated at the east end of Main Street near the 
river (9), was built some time between 1875 and 1883. 
In 1883, the Rio Grande crested (as it usually did twice a year) 
and washed away half the town of Hidalgo, including the courthouse, 
Methodist Church, several family homes and even a large commercial 
building. As an interim measure, the congregation met at the home 
of Mrs. L. H. Box of El Sauz (Willow) RAnch on Porcion 72, just east 
of Jackson Ranch which occupied Porcion 71. (10) 
In 1884, Martin Jackson, who was steward of the Hidalgo church, 
donated a church site from his property at Jackson Ranch. According 
to family tradition, an adobe church building already stood on the 
property, and was built by his father Nathaniel Jackson soon after 
his arrival in Hidalgo County in 1857. (11) 
II FOUNDERS AND IMPORTANT PARTICIPANTS 
Four men played significant roles in founding the first Spanish-
speaking Methodist congregation (in fact, the first Protestant 
congregation) in Hidalgo County. First was Nathaniel Jackson, ranch 
owner and devout Christian who built and nurtured a private Protestant 
church long before it was formally organized into a congregation. 
Second was Juan Manuel de la Vina, staunch Methodist who hosted 
the organization . meeting at his El Capote Ranch and supported the 
church all his life. Third was Martin Jackson, donor of the church 
site which housed the congregation from 1885-1910 and continued as 
a circuit church until 1916. 
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Fourth was the Reverend Alexander H. Sutherland, Methodist 
missionary for almost twenty yearsJwho fostered development of 
Spanish-speaking Methodist churches along the Mexican-American border. 
Finally, the ministers who served this congregation during its 
crucial developmental period firmly established Methodism among 
the Spanish-speaking population of Hidalgo County. 
A. Nathaniel Jackson (ca.1800-1865). Nathaniel Jackson, born 
in Georgia about 1800, arrived in Hldalgo County in 1857 after a 
two-month overland trip from Alabama in five covered wagons, bringing 
his family and eleven freed slaves. Besides his wife Matilda and 
her three grown daughters Myria, Emily and Nancy, he had their own 
seven grown children and families: Lucinda, Columbus, Eli, Matilda, 
Bryant, Martin and John. (12) 
Jackson purchased Porcion 71 consisting of 5535 acres five miles 
east of the county seat at Hidalgo. His property had a river frontage 
of .7 mile and extended north thirteen miles (to just beyond present 
Canton Road in Edinburg). 
Here he built a ranch home, probably of whitewashed adobe with 
thatch roof, beside the Old Military Road which ran between Browns-
ville and Hidalgo. His married sons and daughters built their own 
homes in the ranch community. 
Soon after his arrival, Nathaniel Jackson constructed an adobe 
and palm thatch chapel. Services were conducted regularly in the 
chapel throughout his lifetime, except during the Civil War. His 
son Martin continued the tradition, interrupted only for a brief time 
in the late 1870s by Indian raids and during the drought of 1888-
1895. (13) Semiannual or more frequent floods regularly destroyed 
the church and other ranch buildings, which were rebuilt. 
His granddaughter Maynor Jackson reported that her father Martin 
Jackson "would tell us often how pious and religious my grandfather 
was, and that one of the first things he did was to have Bible 
readings both morning and evening, and was aided in his work by some 
of the older slaves he freed and brought with him from Alabama. They 
would furnish the spiritual and religious songs."(14) 
A devout man, Jackson probably welcomed itinerant Protestant 
missionaries who began evangelizing the Rio Grande Valley in 1859, 
as well as distributors of evangelical literature in Spanish who 
worked the territory between the Nuec~s and the Rio Grande during 
and following the Civil War. (15) 
Nathaniel Jackson had a reputation for hard work and industry. 
In the rich alluvial soil along the Rio Grande, Jackson grew all 
the foods required to feed his family, including pinto beans, yams, 
corn and sugar cane. He pastured cattle and sheep on his unfenced 
dry lands north of the river, for meat, leather and wool. Steamboats 
stopping along the riverbank carried his extra produce upriver to 
market at Davis Landing, now Rio Grande City. 
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Respected for his kindness and benevolence, Nathaniel Jackson 
gave succor and refuge to all seekers, regardless of color, race or 
creed. He was adamantly opposed to slavery, and had freed his own 
slaves (according to the Alabama census, he owned 21 in 1850). (16) 
When the Civil War broke out, Jackson opposed secession and openly 
supported the Federal cause even though he was a Southerner. Some 
speculate that he spied for the Union. Knowing his abolitionist 
views, it is conceivable that he may have operated a station on the 
Underground Railroad, as did his neighbor Juan Fernando Webber. (17) 
Nathaniel Jackson's reputation for hospitality was legendary. 
He sheltered flooded-out families during the periodic floods and 
helped rescue livestock. When the harvest was in, he hosted a fiesta 
at the ranch which lasted about two weeks. People came from all around 
and temporary housing was set up for the travellers. 
Nathaniel Jackson died in 1865, intestate, and his property 
went to his widow and seven children. He is probably buried in the 
Eli Jackson Cemetery, just east of Jackson Ranch Church. 
B. Juan Manuel de la Vina (1836-1908). Juan M. de la Vina was 
born at El Sal del Rey Ranch on the Las Mestenas (Mustangs) Land 
Grant, son of Manuel and Carmen Amador de la Vina. (18) He grew up 
on the family ranch near Reynosa and attended school at Monterrey 
and Catholic University, St. Louis, Missouri. He was one of the few 
ranchers of Mexican descent who spoke fluent English. 
Once a priest refused to lend him a Bible. 
missionary (possibly REv. Sutherland in 1874?) 
afterwards, de la Vina became a Methodist. 
Than a Methodist 
gave him one. Soon 
He moved to Hidalgo, where he married Genoveva Muguerza. They 
had five children. de la Vina bought El Capote and La Piedra Ranches 
where he farmed and raised cattle. 
In the winter of 1874-1875, at El Capote Ranch, he hosted a 
meeting at which REv. Arthur H. Sutherland, a Methodist missionary, 
organized a small congregation, the first Protestant congregation in 
Hidalgo County. In 1880, J. Norwood, Presiding Elder 0f San Diego 
Mexican Mission District, West Texas Conference, MECS, appointed 
Juan de la Vina pastor of the Reynosa-Hidalgo mission. (19) He was 
one of the first Mexican descent ministers in Methodist mission work; 
there were only ten in 1876. (20) 
In 1892 Juan Manuel de la Vina was a Hidalgo County Commissioner. 
At the next election, he became Hidalgo County Judge, where he served 
eight years. He retired in 1894 and returned to teaching. He died 
in 1908. 
Two of his sons, Juan and Plutarco, went on to found El Buen Pastor 
Methodist Church in Edinburg in 1913. A daughter, Isabel Mora of 
Relampago Ranchjcarried on the family tradition by sending her nine 
sons and daughters to Laredo Seminary, a Methodist school. 
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C. Martin Jackson (1837-1913). Martin Jackson, son of Nathaniel 
and Matilda Hicks Jackson, was born in Alabama on January 5, 1837, 
one of five brothers. He had two sisters and three half-sisters. 
When Nathaniel Jackson brought his entourage to Texas in 1857, 
twenty-year-old Martin came with his first wife Becky (listed in the 
1860 census as an Indian) to farm at Jackson Ranch on the Rio Grande. 
He tried to learn Spanish so he could communicate with his neighbors. 
(21) 
Martin's cattle brand was "MJ" registered June 21, 1867. Te xas 
longhorns were plentiful in the post-Civil War period and many Rio 
Grande Valley ranchers, probably including the Jackson family, sent 
cattle up the East Hidalgo Trail to markets. (22) 
Martin Jackson built an adobe home thatched with saco blanco 
(a local grass) on the south side of the public road between Browns-
ville and Hidalgo. A portal or roof covered the breezeway between 
the main house and kitchen. The floor was tipichil, an aggregate of 
cement and small pebbles. 
He braved all the rigors of a pioneer country. Once, driving home 
with a wagonload of salt from El Sal del Rey, a salt lake about 30 
miles north, he was pursued by hostile Indians. A man following him 
was killed. (23) 
Driven off by Indian raids which emptied all ranches between 
Laredo and Brownsville in the late 1870s, Jackson took his family to 
Brownsville, where his two sons attended school. Here his wife and 
children died. About 1880, he married Albina Cano (1864-1881) who 
died in childbirth the following year. His infant daughter Mar y 
Alice died two months later. (24) 
He drove oxcarts loaded with yams upriver to sell at Davis Landing. 
En route, he called at Granjeno (Hackberry) Ranch, where he courted 
16-year-old Espiridiona Carillo (1865-1960), the orphan twin daughter 
of Juan and Espiridiona Gomez Carillo of Reynosa, who lived with her 
aunt. Before she accepted him, Martin Jackson showed her his ranch 
home, teasing her by saying "I have the cage; now all I need is the 
dog." They were married in Old Reynosa Catholic Church in 1883. 
Like his father, Martin Jackson was a religious man. According 
to his daughter, the late Maynor Jackson Lopez of Donna, "He didn't 
like a lie, and would not take advantage of others." Don Martin 
excused his workmen early so they could prepare for evening services. 
( 2 5) 
Christmas celebrations at Jackson Ranch were festive. The men 
built a brush arbor of poles supporting a palm thatch roof, and hung 
it with lanterns. According to one observer who attended Christmas 
festivities at Jackson Ranch Church as a very small child, "The patron 
was a kind man. · He wanted Feliz Navidad for all the ranch families." 
Much food was prepared: beef, cabrito and tortillas, tamales, fresh 
fruit, pan dulce (sugared bread), piloncillos (raw brown sugar cones), 
tomatoes and corn from the winter crop. The year was good and food 
was not scarce. At night, there was singing and the preacher told 
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about the Nativity. (26) 
Martin Jackson was steward of the Methodist Church in Hidalgo 
and a trustee of the Rio Grande City Mission which in 1878 purchased 
land for a Methodist Church in Starr County. (27) 
After the Methodist Church at Hidalgo was damaged in the 1883 
flood, Martin Jackson promptly donated a lot at his ranch. It 
measured 25x50 varas or about 70x140 feet. According to family 
tradition, Nathaniel Jackson had already erected a church on the plot 
which Martin Jackson officially deeded to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South in 1884. (28) 
Martin and Espiridiona Jackson had six children: Mary (1887-1972), 
Nancy C. (1890-1962), Lucinda (1891-1976), Matilda (1894-1955), 
Maynor ( 1902-19 80) and Ben (1905-196 7). ( 2 9) 
Although Martin Jackson was himself unlettered, he built a 
schoolhouse for the ranch children just west of the church. One 
of the teachers was Miss Alice Dougherty (later Mrs. W.L. Lipscomb of 
San Juan Plantation) who taught her first school there in 1896. (30) 
In his later years, Martin Jackson sold some surplus land for 
$1.25 an acre, which developer John Closner incorporated into his 
San Juan Plantation. After Closner brought surface irrigation to the 
area in 1895, Jackson had opportunity to improve his farm operations. 
Martin Jackson died April 17, 1913 at the age of 74. He is buried 
in Jackson Ranch Church Cemetery. His widow Espiridiona moved to 
Donna, where she died January 10, 1960 at the age of 95. She is 
buried in Jackson Ranch church Cemetery. 
D. Alexander H. Sutherland (1848-1911). Alexander H. Sutherland 
was born in Wharton County in 1848, son of Dr. John and Margaret 
Sutherland. After his family moved to Sutherland Springs in Wilson 
County, he joined the Methodist Episcopal Church South and was 
licensed to preach in 1867 at the age of 19. He began as a circuit 
preacher in the West Texas Conference, which embraced all Texas south 
of the Guadalupe Rive and west of San Antonio. (31) 
He began to study Spanish in 1872 at Corpus Christi, and in 1874 
was assigned to the newly organized Mexican Border Missionary District 
as Presiding Elder. Here he began a sixteen-year ministry to the 
Spanish-speaking, continually expanding the scope and reach of his 
work. 
On his first trip to the Rio Grande Valley, in the winter of 
1874-75, he organized the congregation at El Capote. An indefatigable 
missionary, he founded new missions, produced and distributed 
literature in Spanish to all towns and ranches on both sides of the 
Rio Grande, and carried his appeal for support to the five Texas 
Conferences, MECS. By 1878, his district had a second missionary, 
Rev. Joseph Norwood, and twelve Mexican ministers. 
In 1880, the missionary district was split, Sutherland taking the 
San Antonio District which reached to El Paso, and Norwood the San 
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Diego District including the Rio Grande Valley. To combat illiteracy 
among church members, Sutherland encouraged his congregation to 
establish schools where public education was not provided. 
In 1885, when the Mexican Border Mission Conference was organized 
with four districts, Sutherland became Presiding Elder of the El 
Paso District and Rev. Santiago Tafolla took over the San Antonio 
District. In 1886, with addition of the Mexican state of Sonora to 
Sutherland's district, his ministry extended from the Gulf of Mexico 
to the Pacific Ocean. 
In 1890, Sutherland returned as Presiding Elder of the San Antonio 
District. The Mexican Border Mission Conference now encompassed 
Texas east of the Pecos River, Coahuila, Nuevo Leon and Tamaulipas. 
New Mexico, Arizona, California and the Mexican States of Chihuahua, 
Durango, Sinaloa, Sonora and the territory of Baja California split 
off into a new Northwest Mexico Missionary Conference. For the next 
24 years, from 1890 to 1914, these two conferences served Spanish-
speaking Methodists of the US and northern Mexico border. 
Disappointed that his last two appointments (to Mexico City in 
1891 and to the English-speaking church of Chihuahua in 1892) took 
him away from the border, Sutherland resigned from the ministry in 
1893. For over 16 years, he was the guiding spirit for work among 
the Spanish-speaking. 
Alexander Sutherland built a solid foundation for Methodism 
among the Mexican people, organized two strong conferences, extended 
church work on both sides of the border from the Gulf to the Pacific 
Ocean, and produced and distributed evangelical literature in Spanish. 
A strong believer in education, he stimulated founding of the 
theological seminary in San Luis Potosi, trained ministers, promoted 
literacy among his congregations (8 schools with 346 students by 
1884 in south Texas) and encouraged establishment (in 1881) of a 
Mexican and American high school, Laredo Seminary (now Holding 
Institute). 
For twenty years after he left the ministry, Sutherland was an 
agent of the American ,:Bible Society, travelling (sometimes with a 
pack mule loaded with Bibles) in the American Southwest, Mexico and 
Central America. He died in El Paso May 25, 1911, at the age of 63. 
He was recognized by his colleagues as "a courageous soldier of the 
blessed gospel of peace, intrepid and worthy spiritual father of 
the Mexican Border Conference." (32) 
III OWNERSHIP AND FACILITIES 
A. Chain of Title. Jackson Ranch was originally a Spanish royal 
land grant known as Porcion 71, awarded to Narciso Cavazos of the 
village of Reynosa, Colony of Nuevo Santander, in 1767. Measuring 
1250 varas (a vara is 33.5 inches) along the river (to provide a 
watering place for cattle, according to Spanish custom) and 25,000 
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varas in depth, Porcion 71 gave Cavazos the two leagues of pasture 
for small stock and twelve caballerias of planting land alloted to 
each original colonist. A league was approximately 4428 acres and 
a caballeria 125 acres, so Cavazos had almost 6000 acres in his 
porcion. (33) 
According to the abstract of title, there is no record of any 
conveyance from date of the original grant in 1767 until 1842. First 
conveyance was a Mexican deed dated May 4, 1842, from Asmir Christian 
Bredall to E. D, Smith. According to the instrument, Bredall purchased 
the land from Juan Lambe in 1838, who bought it from Manuel de la 
Vina, the grantee of Ramon Cavazos Hinojosa, who inherited from his 
father Matias Cavazos, the grantee of Narciso Cavazos. (34) 
The original grant was confirmed by the Legislature of the State 
of Texas under the Act of February 10, 1852, which relinquished 
the right of the state to certain Spanish and Mexican land grants. 
In 1854, 461 acres were levied on by the tax collector and sold to 
Roland Ritchie for settlement of 1853 taxes. 
In 1857, lawyer-storekeeper E. D. Smith of Hidalgo had this 
property surveyed, and he and his wife Mary conveyed all their interest 
in the 5535 acres to Nathaniel Jackson for $2000 (36¢ an acre). (35) 
Nathaniel Jackson died in 1865, leaving his widow Mathilda and 
seven children, who shared equally in the property. In 1878, when 
the heirs reallocated their property, the widower of Nathaniel's 
daughter Lucinda relinquished interest. Martin's share was 692 acres, 
with 147.5 yards river frontage. (36) By 1897, most of Jackson Ranch 
had b e en sold to County Sheriff John Closner of adjacent San Juan 
Plantation, and to Dr. William Brewster. 
In 1884, for the sum of $1.00, Martin Jackson conveyed one-fifth 
acre of his property to the Board of Missions, Methodist Episcopal 
Church South, of Davison County, Tennessee, "as a place of divine 
worship for the use of the ministry and membership of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South." The 25x50 vara lot (70x140 feet) lay on the 
north side of the public road from Brownsville to Hidalgo, across the 
road from Martin Jackson's own home, and about 150 varas west of the 
residence of his brother Eli Jackson. (37) 
In 1956, the Board of Missions of Methodist Episcopal Church 
South issued a quit claim deed releasing the Jackson Church property 
to the trustees of San Pablo Methodist Church of Alamo, where title 
now resides. (38) 
B. Physical Facilities. Jackson Ranch Church, a small white-
painted wood chapel in the middle of a family cemetery, sits south 
of the levee approximately 7 and 3/4 miles south of Pharr and one and 
3/4 miles west of the entrance to Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge in 
Hldalgo County, Texas. It is about 2250 feet south of U.S. 281, the 
tip of its steeple just visible over the levee, and about 4500 feet 
northwest of the closest bend of the Rio Grande. It is located at 
the beginning of I (Eye) Road, which goes directly north 13 miles 
to Edinburg, the county seat. (39) 
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Earliest Jackson Ranch Church building, as well as several later 
ones, was built of adobe and logs, with a palm leaf roof. It was 
rebuilt several times after floods. (40) 
Mexican style adobe houses known as jacales were prevalent in 
the Rio Grande Valley until well past the turn of the century. Unlike 
the sun-baked adobe bricks made in starr County, in the Tampico style 
of daubing (in Spanish, adobar means to daub or plaster), handfuls 
of damp clayey mud mixed with grass were slung forcefully against a 
framework of willow poles. The mud adhered tenaciously and walls 
eight inches thick were built up. After the surface was smoothed and 
left to dry about 24 hours, it was plastered with a wash of white 
cement and lime. 
Framework of the building was upright mesquite posts at the corners 
and at four-foot intervals in the walls. Poles from native black 
willow formed the interior bracing and rafters. Mud floors were 
watered and swept, making a hard smooth surface; later a mixture of 
cement and gravel known as tipichil was used. Thatch was made of 
overlapped palm leaves (groves of native Sabal palm grew at the mouth 
of the Rio Grande and near present Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge, about 
a mile east of Jackson Ranch). Another source of thatch was bundles 
of tule (cattail reeds) or sacate blanco (a local grass) tied down 
in layers and trimmed. Materials, including local clays, were 
available on the ranch. (41) -
Some time after Martin Jackson donated property to the church in 
1884, he built a frame church of white pine on the site. Style was 
a rectangle with sloped shingle roof . and with three narrow windows 
on the east and west sides. The building measures 20x35 feet. A 
glass transom surmounts the double front doors, which open to th e 
south. The single rear door has been filled in. 
There is no fireplace; a wood-burning stove and later an electric 
heater provided warmth. Exterior is weathered board-and-batten 
siding. Lumber and nails were probably delivered by steamboat from 
Brownsville to a landing on the ranch, and then hauled to the site 
by wagon or oxcart. Martin Jackson's granddaughter, Ofelia de Leon 
(born 1921) still has some of the original triangular nails which she 
took from the building. After 1904, lumber could have been brought in 
by railroad to unloading points near present Pharr or San Juan. Ranch 
workers or church members probably erected the building. 
The interior is furnished with rows of plain unpainted wood pews. 
Floors are unfinished wood. The Lutheran Church installed a raised 
platform edged with a simple wooden chancel rail at the north end of 
the church. They also donated a small belfry and bell. The original 
church organ was used until 1968, when Mrs. Maynor Jackson Lopez 
donated it to the Hidalgo County Historical Museum. (42) 
Some time after 1904, when John Closner built a brick kiln on 
adjacent San Juan Plantation, a brick church was erected east of the 
present wooden church, but it was damaged by floods and vandalism. (43) 
Date of construction of the wooden church standing today has not 
been established, but it was prior to 1908. Eighty-six-year-old 
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Mrs. Emma Cavazos (n{e Estimbo in 1897) of Edinburg recalls attending 
church in a wooden building at Jackson Ranch until her family moved 
to Edinburg in 1908. (44) 
According to Dr. Alfredo Nanez of Edinburg, who has interviewed 
a number of members of the congregation, the Jackson Ranch Church 
was rebuilt at some time using the original lumber. This may have 
been after the disastrous 1909 flood, which covered the lowlands and 
brought four to six feet of water to downtown Mercedes in early 
September. (45) 
Church historian Lydia Galvan reports that the December 12, 1909 
quarterly conference was the last one celebrated at Jackson Ranch 
Church because that year's flood filled the church half full of 
water. By January 8, 1910, the congregation was meeting in a rented 
house in McAllen. (46) 
After Hurricane Beulah in 1967, the church stood in six feet of 
water for several weeks and was badly damaged. It was closed for a 
time. La Trinidad Methodist church of Pharr secured a grant of $3,500 
from the Methodist Board of Missions to repair the church. A new 
roof was put on, a new floor and new windows and doors were installed. 
It was painted inside and out. (47) 
Martin Jackson's daughter, Maynor Jackson Lopez, had a small front 
porch put on about 1974. Electricity, running water, and a paved walk 
have been installed durine the last twenty years (1960-1980) and the 
churchyard has been inclosed with hurricane fencing. 
Descendants maintain the church and cemetery as a family graveyard. 
In 1981, Ofelia de Leon spent about $1000 in upkeep, and she expects 
to have the church painted in early 1983. The churchyard is planted 
with jaboncillo (soapberry) trees, oleanders, crepe myrtle and mesquite. 
(The soapberries were boiled to make a liquid soap for washing wool 
in the old days.) 
There is a Geodetic Survey marker one foot from the southeast 
corner of the church, showing the elevation as 95.32 feet; it is 
marked HID 8 IB. 
The cemetery surrounding the church contains about twenty marked 
graves. First burial was that of Martin's oldest brother Columbus 
Jackson (1830-1896). The grave is marked by an ebony wood post on 
which Columbus Jackson had carved his initials CJ. 
A second cemetery, the Eli Jackson-Brewster Cemetery, comprising 
about one acre, lies 500 feet northeast of the churchyard. Here 
Nathaniel Jackson (ca. 1800-1865) and Eli Jackson (1829/32--1911) 
may be buried in unmarked graves. 
IV ROLE OF THE CHURCH 
During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Jackson Ranch 
Church was the center of spiritual and social life for the ranch 
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community and the surrounding rural area, including nearby El Capote, 
El Sauz, Brewster and probably Webber (El Rancho Viejo) Ranches. 
The congregation nurtured at least two other Spanish-speaking 
Methodist churches in the new towns of McAllen (Divine Redemptor 
Methodist Church founded in 1910) and Edinburg (El Buen Pastor Methodist 
Church founded in 1913). Other members of its congregation we nt on 
to found or join Methodist churches in Pharr, Donna and Mission. 
The congregation of Jackson Ranch Church, in carrying out the 
missionary policies of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, encouraged 
the training of Spanish-speaking preachers of Mexican descent to 
minister to the congregation, and led to establishment of schools at 
Jackson Ranch and in the town of Hidalgo. (In the early days, only 
children whose parents could afford to send them to Laredo, Brownsville, 
or San Antonio could expect secondary education.) 
For the Spanish-speaking residents of Hidalgo County, whose 
heritage from Mexico usually included a conservative, state-endorsed 
church, the Protestant Church as exemplified at Jackson Ranch Church 
brought a democratic, more independent religion. 
This first small Methodist congregation at Jackson Ranch helped to 
develop a mature and vigorous Spanish-speaking Methodist community 
throughout Hidalgo County. 
V AFFILIATIONS AND REASON CHURCH IS NO LONGER VIABLE 
Jackson Ranch Church operated under the auspices of the Me th o di s t 
Episcopal Church South from 1874-1875 to 1916, and from 1969 to 1976 
under the United Methodist Church, so renamed after a merger which 
incorporated the earlier body. (48) 
FrolI' 1874 to 1879, as part of "Hidalgo Mission" or "Hidal g o-
Reynosa Mission," it was part of the West Texas Conference, Mexican 
Border Mission District. In 1880, it was assigned to San Diego 
Mission District, and in 1884 to Monterrey Mission District. 
In 1885 it was assigned to the newly created Mexican Border Mis s ion 
Conference, San Aritonio District. In 1914, it became part of th e 
Texas Mexican Mission, under which it operated until 1916. (49) 
About 1916, when the Methodist circuit minister from McAllen 
became too old to make regular visits, church service was discontinued. 
From 1916 to 1928, Jackson Ranch Church apparently was used as a 
family chapel. (A Methodist Church was founded in Hidalgo in 1928.) 
From 1929 to 1941, the Mexican Missions Board of the San Juan 
Parish, Ohio Synod and later Joint Synod, American Lutheran Church, 
operated the ranch chapel as El Capote mission. This was an outgrowth 
of food relief stations established by Mrs. L. C. Mellunbruch for 
undernourished Mexican children in San Juan after the 1918 flu 
epidemic. (50) 
From 1942 to 1962, probably because of declining attendan ce durin g 
World War II and postwar years, the chapel again reverted to famil y use . 
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From 1963 to 1967, Rev. Felix Lima, Superintendent of the American 
Sunday School Union in the Rio Grande Valley, arranged for weekly 
services and Sunday School at Jackson Ranch Church, to be conducted 
by lay preachers from La Trinidad Methodist Church and the First 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Pharr. Rev. Lima preached, as did 
Mr. Romeo Escobar of Pharr. Mrs. Lima and Mrs. Escobar played the 
organ for the services. It was a family affair, and the Escobars~ 
daughter Eva attended, seated in a high chair. Services terminated 
after the 1967 Hurricane Beulah. (51) 
In 1968, apparently there was a Pentecostal Church presence for 
a brief ti me. ( 5 2) 
From 1969 to 1976, services were conducted by Methodist laity 
fromPharr, but these were discontinued because of the small 
congregation, which dispersed to the Methodist churches in Pharr. 
Since 1976, the building has been maintained as a family chapel by 
descendants of Martin Jackson. The Methodist Churches in the Rio 
Grande Valley are part of the San Antonio District, United Methodist 
Church. (52a) 
B. Reason Church is No Longer Viable. In 1910, the congregation 
moved to the new city of McAllen and built a permanent church there 
in 1911. Pharr developer John Connally Kelly erected the First 
Methodist Church in Pharr in 1911. Juan and Plutarco de la Vina, 
sons of Juan Manuel de la Vina of El Capote Ranch, founded El Buen 
Pastor Methodist Church in Edinburg in 1913, taking in those members 
of the congregation who lived in the area. Some members of the 
original congregation continued to attend services at Jackson Ranch 
Church, which was administered as a mission circuit of the McAllen 
Divine Redemptor Church until 1916. (53) 
Movement of the congregation away from the ranches and into the 
new cities of Hidalgo County led to the demise of the little Jackson 
Ranch Church. 
VI MEMBERSHIP 
Rev. Arthur Sutherland described El Capote Ranch in 1875 as 
"a small community." It is possible that there were as many as two 
dozen charter members of the church. Evidence indicates that the 
El Capote, Jackson RAnch and Hidalgo congregations were one and the 
same. 
In the late 19th century, Hidalgo County's river 
small communities, with fifteen to twenty families. 
recorded sixteen heads of families living at Jackson 
ranches were 
The 1880 census 
Ranch. (54) 
According to Lydia Galvan, faithful members of the church in 
Hidalgo were Senor Juan de la Vina and his family, his son Plutarco 
de la Vina and family and L. H. Box and his wife Luisita. People 
also came from ~cross the river in Mexico to attend services. (55) 
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According to the Minutes of the 20th West Texas Conference in 
1878, the Hidalgo mission was occupied by the Reverend Cruz Martinez. 
His congregation numbered 250 persons, of which 35 were members of 
the church. He baptized one adult and one infant. He reported one 
Sunday school with 25 pupils. (56) 
After the main body of the church moved to McAllen in 1910, only 
a few families continued to meet at the Jackson Ranch Church. 
In 1940, when the Luther League, with Miss Mary Brewster as 
president, had their first convention at El Capote Mission (Jackson 
Ranch Church), 100 young people and 25 visitors attended. (57) 
From 1963 to 1967, Mr. Romeo Escobar of _Pharr, a lay minister 
conducting services at Jackson Ranch on behalf of La Trinidad 
Methodist Church, reported congregations of 40 to 50 people from 
10 or 12 families who attended regularly. Lloyd Glover said that on 
special occasions such as a church barbecue, 75 to 100 attended. (58) 
VII REASONS FOR COMMEMORATION 
Jackson Ranch Church, in continuous use since before the Civil 
War, is the oldest surviving Protestant church structure in Hidalgo 
County. 
Its congregation (El Capote-Hidalgo-Jackson Ranch) was the first 
organized Protestant congregation of any denomination in Hidalgo 
County. (59) 
The congregation was the first organized Methodist Spanish-
speaking congregation in Hidalgo County and was the seedbed for 
other churches in Hidalgo and Starr Counties. 
Jackson Ranch Church is the last remaining symbol of Jackson 
Ranch, a mid-nineteenth century ranch community and a pioneer 
English-speaking settlement in Hidalgo County. Its people have 
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METHODIST CHURCHES IN HIDALGO COUNTY 1982 
ALAMO (1924) 
San Pablo Methodist 
DONNA (1908) 
El Principe de Paz Methodist 
First United Methodist 
EDCOUCH ( 19 2 7) 
First United Methodist 
San Pablo Methodist 
EDINBURG (1908) 
El Buen Pastor 
First United Methodist 
McALLEN (190 8) 
El Divine Redentor 
First United Methodist 
Free Methodist 
New United Methodist 
St. Mark United Methodist 
Trinity Wesleyan 
MERCEDES (1907) 
El Buen Pastor Methodist 
First Methodist 
MISSION (1911) 
El Mesias United Methodist 
First United Methodist 
PHARR (1911) 
Pharr United Methodist 
Wesleyan Bible 
La Trinidad 
SAN JUAN (1909) 
San Juan Methodist 
WESLACO (1919) 
First United Methodist 













... List from Church Directory, McAllen Monitor, Dec. 24, 1982 
Date founded from various sources. 
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Ge t s em an i (2nd } (_l 6 3 ) 



































*Based on 1980 Figures. eb/3/9/82 
























(Per Mrs. Meddle 7/7/82) 
Presbyterian Chcirch in the U,S, · Minutes of the 120th General 
Assembly, May 30-June 6, 1980, Myrtle Beach, So. Carolina, 1980. 
p 80. (Dates of founding added from another page in same report.) 
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RESEARCH 
Frances W. Isbell 
Anne Lipscomb Magee 
Closner Ramsey 
Virginia Gilkey Stinson 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT 






FRANCES W. ISBELL 
December 2, 1982 
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Mercedes, Texas 
South Padre Island, Texas 
McAllen, Texas 
McAllen, Texas 
Edinburg, Texas 
Edinburg, Texas 
McAllen, Texas 
Mercedes, Texas 
